


We at Nantucket Conservation Foundation are thrilled to present our inaugural  
issue of “Open Spaces”, a newsletter published specifically with our fellow island 
residents in mind. 
 
We hope and encourage you to take advantage of the 9,000 acres of open spaces  
that we conserve, protect and maintain for everyone’s benefit and enjoyment. 

In the following pages, you will learn more about several of our science and land 
management projects. Plus, we shine a spotlight on members of our staff and board, 
and the properties and species we protect. 

I hope you enjoy this issue and please keep an eye out for our Winter 2023 edition!

In appreciation,
Cormac Collier

President & CEO
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The mission of the Nantucket Conservation  

Foundation is to assist in the preservation  

of Nantucket’s character by permanently  

conserving, maintaining, and managing  

natural areas and habitats and to  

encourage an appreciation of  

and interest in the Island’s  

natural resources.
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We strive to deepen our mission by 
educating our neighbors about the 
ecology of Nantucket. In addition to 
public excursions, we also offer the 
annual Race For Open Space, and 
this year we are recreating the island’s 
Autumn fairs into one event: Nantucket 
Harvest Fair! A true island community 
event. Please see page 10 for more 
information.

Public Service to the Community

What We Do Maintaining the natural beauty of Nantucket’s environment  
requires careful planning, continuing public education  
and vigilant ongoing action.

Conservation & Stewardship

Property Experiences Public Service to the Community

Scientific Research Education & Outreach

Conservation  
& Stewardship
The majority of the land 
held by the Foundation 
has been generously 
donated by individuals, 
organizations, estates, 
bequests, and trusts. The 
Foundation continues to 
strategically purchase tracts 
of land with conservation 
value that abut or are in 
close proximity to other 
conservation properties. 
Additionally, we monitor 
and protect the many rare 
plants and wildlife that 
inhabit our properties. Our 
efforts include heathland 
and grassland restoration, 
inventory and protection of 
endangered species, as well 
as property management.

Ecological Research
The Foundation’s 
Department of Science 
and Stewardship uses 
research and monitoring 
to explore the ecology of 
Nantucket’s rare plants, 
wildlife and habitats 
across our properties. 
Understanding the 
ecology helps inform 
our management and 
conservation decisions 
and contributes to 
broader ecological 
research in New England 
and beyond.

An important part of our 
mission is to familiarize 
our visitors with the 
natural and cultural history 
of our properties. Our 
popular “Mornings for 
Members” walks facilitate 
interaction with Foundation 
representatives who provide 
detailed information about 
our properties. In addition, 
we develop guides, maps, 
interpretive signs, and 
educational materials for 
 our properties.

Education & Outreach

Many more people are 
visiting our properties 
during the summer and 
shoulder seasons, so 
we are working hard 
on trail management, 
creating new trails, and 
enhancing our mobile app 
ACKTrails to improve 
your experience.

Property Experiences

Photo by Neil Foley.

Photo by Neil Foley.

Photo by Chris Tran.Photo by Neil Foley.
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In 2019, the Nantucket Conservation Foundation’s Board 
of Trustees decided to retire cranberry cultivation on the 
Foundation’s Windswept Bog property (located on Polpis Road) 
to pursue a watershed level wetland restoration project. The 
231-acre Windswept property, which is contiguous to several 
thousand acres of protected conservation land in the Middle and 
Eastern Moors, contains 39 acres of former cranberry bog and 
111 acres of natural wetlands. Cranberry cultivation began at 
Windswept in the early 1900’s, and the Foundation purchased 
the property in 1980.

Since 2019, our Science and Stewardship Department has been 
working with staff from the Massachusetts Division of Ecological 
Restoration (DER) to develop restoration plans for the former 
bogs and surrounding areas at Windswept. Through its Cranberry 
Bog Program, DER works with local, state, and federal partners 

to provide technical services (such as engineering, design work, 
permitting and construction assistance), small grants, project 
management and fundraising to help landowners interested in 
restoring wetlands on retired cranberry bogs. 

With support from DER, our science team has been busy 
cataloging the rare and unique species that are present on this 
property so we can incorporate them into our wetland restoration 
plans. Working with Jen Karberg (our Director of Research 
and Partnerships), the USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) used ground penetrating radar (GPR) to 
document historic peat layers, which indicated the presence of 
wetlands at the site prior to cranberry bog construction. Danielle 
O’Dell (our Wildlife Research Ecologist) has undertaken 
multiple seasons of spotted turtle trapping and radio-tracking 

to determine pre-restoration habitat use patterns, and Kelly 
Omand (our Plant Research Ecologist/Botanist) has thoroughly 
documented the upland, wetland, rare and invasive plant species 
present at the site. This information will be used to minimize the 
impact to these species during the construction process and to 
ensure that suitable habitat will be created post-restoration. 

Earlier this year, we spent time in the field with DER staff 
evaluating a number of potential wetland “reference sites” on 
Nantucket. Reference sites are areas of comparable size, structure, 
and function to what Windswept Bog likely supported before 
it was altered by cranberry farming. We have identified a nearby 
natural reference wetland to use as a model for our restoration 
work at Windswept, which will help us measure the success of 
our project

To successfully restore wetland habitat in former cranberry 
bogs, it is necessary to break up the dense, compacted layers of 
sand that were applied to the bog’s surface over many years of 
cranberry cultivation. At other cranberry bog restoration sites in 
southeastern Massachusetts, the technique utilized to accomplish 
this has been to “scoop and flip” the sand layer with an excavator. 
This technique is effective but is very time-consuming and 
expensive.

At Windswept, we are testing several alternative surface 
treatment techniques that have never been implemented in a 
cranberry bog restoration project. After consulting with the 
Nantucket Conservation Commission, we installed six 50 x 50 ft 
research plots within one of the bog cells on the western portion 
of the property. This past spring, our Land Management staff 
tested disk harrowing, plowing, and plowing + harrowing to 
see if we can achieve similar results using a simpler, more time-
efficient and less costly technique. In conjunction with this work, 
we are collecting data on vegetation response, disturbance depth, 
soil moisture, and bulk density during the 2022 growing season. 
Promising results will then be incorporated into our overall 
restoration plans for the site.

We are very excited to now be at the stage where all the 
information collected over the past several years is being 
incorporated into more refined implementation plans. DER, 
which has already been through this process at numerous other 
restored cranberry farms in southeastern Massachusetts, has 
been a fantastic partner on this project. With their expertise 
and financial assistance, we are working with Fuss and O’Neill, 
Inc. (an environmental engineering firm) to advance our 
existing 25% preliminary design plans to 50% preliminary 
design plans, which are now almost complete. Within the next 
few months, we will be applying for the first stage of project 
permitting under the Massachusetts Environmental Protection 
Act (MEPA). If this work proceeds as planned, we could have 
preliminary permitting completed (or at least in progress) 
by 2023, which would be followed by final permitting and 
anticipated phased construction sometime in 2024 (dependent 
on grant funding availability).

We are extremely grateful to our partners at DER for 
their technical expertise and the funding they have provided 
to support this project. We look forward to sharing more 
information and progress regarding this project as plans 
continue to move forward!

Moving Forward with Wetland 
Restoration at Windswept Bog  

Tommy and Nick Larrabee testing soil disturbance treatments at Windswept Bog. Photo by Neil Foley.
Staff from NCF, Fuss and O’Neill and Mass. DER install a 

hydrology data logger at Windswept. Photo by Neil Foley.

Survey work taking place in the reference wetland being used as a model for the Windswept Bog restoration. Photo by Karen Beattie.
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One way that the Foundation strives to educate the next 
generation of ecologists is through our Seasonal Field Crew 
program. Each year, we hire 3-4 rising ecologists to do field work, 
learn about conservation and ecology, and help protect rare and 
endangered species. Without this crew, it would be impossible for 
us to complete the wide variety of ecological research we do, as well 
as monitor and protect nesting shorebirds across the island. At the 
same time, this crew learns what the work of an ecologist is really 
like and gains valuable early career experience.

This year we have four Seasonal Field Crew members: two Field 
Assistants, a Shorebird Monitor, and our returning Coatue Wildlife 
Refuge Ranger. Welcome to Maeve, Scarlett, Max and Bret.

Maeve Kelley joins our team 
as Field Assistant in Wildlife 
Ecology. Maeve grew up in South 
Portland, Maine and has had a 
long fascination with wildlife. 
After taking an environmental 
conservation course in college at 
the University of New Hampshire, 
she majored in Wildlife & 

Conservation Biology with a minor in Animal Behavior, and 
graduated this past May 2022. In college, Maeve focused on research 
projects on animal conservation and its connection to ecology - 
from monitoring terrestrial salamander populations on campus to 
examining invasive plants and their influence on pollinators. She 
got an independent research fellowship to study the Endangered 
Blanding’s turtle in NH and present her research at a conference. 
And now this summer on Nantucket, she’s taking her next steps 
as a wildlife ecologist studying spotted turtle populations at our 
Windswept Bog Restoration, trapping purple marsh crabs for salt 
marsh restoration, and even rare plant surveying.

Scarlett Simpson is our Field 
Assistant in Plant Ecology. 
Scarlet is also a recent graduate 
from Rutgers University with a 
degree in Ecology, Evolution, and 
Natural Resources. She actually 
started off as an English major 
but it never felt right to her. A 
series of classes in geology and 

zoology sparked her interest in how plants drive ecology and 
impact everything around them. Now on Nantucket, Scarlett is 
diving into a completely new landscape, coming from densely 
populated and forested Central New Jersey to the isolated and 
shrubby island of Nantucket. She’s tracking spotted turtles at 
Windswept and diving into rare plant surveys and ecological 
plant monitoring.

Max Chalfin-Jacobs joins our 
team as a Seasonal Shorebird 
Monitor for the first time 
this year. Max is currently an 
undergraduate at Middlebury 
College. He will tell you that 
even though this is his first job 
as an ornithologist, he has loved 
birds since he was a little kid, 

identifying shorebirds on the Florida Coast when he was just 
5 years old! Since then, birding has been a central point of his 
life – exploring the outdoors and learning how to identify birds 
from all around the world and making friends with other birders 
(which actually brought him to Nantucket a few years ago to 
explore!). As our Seasonal Shorebird Monitor, Max spends his time 
on the beaches observing American Oystercatchers, Piping plovers 
and terns: learning about them, teaching our visitors about them, 
collecting data, and protecting them as they nest and fledge their 
young. 

And welcome back to 
Nantucket for a second year, our 
Coatue Wildlife Refuge ranger 
Bret “Malibu” Tetreault! Bret is a 
recent graduate from Paul Smith’s 
College in their Fisheries & 
Wildlife Management program, 
and has a special love of ducks 
and waterfowl. On Nantucket, 

Bret spends his summer rangering the remote barrier beach 
of our Coatue Wildlife Refuge and protecting the rare and 
endangered shorebirds that thrive there. Bret helps to keep the 
Refuge functioning, clean and accessible while also protecting 
its rare ecology. For Bret, the Refuge provides a space to balance 
both conservation and recreation and he is happy to welcome 
anyone out to explore the uniqueness of the beach. 

Seasonal Field Crew

We love when you, our Nantucket neighbors, enjoy the experiences of visiting, walking, 
running, or biking our 9,000 acres of properties throughout the island. Land management 
and trails maintenance are a costly endeavor, and we count on contributions from our 
members to keep our properties as pristine as possible. Please consider becoming a  

member, gifting a membership, or renewing your membership with us today.

FUND CATEGORIESMEMBERSHIP LEVELS
•Land Fund
•Scientific Research
•Trail Maintenance
•Wildfire Risk Reduction Program 
•ACK Trails Mobile App
•George Fowlkes Memorial Scholarship
•Milestone Partnership
•Shawkemo Acquisition

•$50 Friend
•$100 Supporter
•$250 Steward
•$500 Donor
•$1,000 Sponsor
•$2,500 Patron
•$5,000 Benefactor
•$10,000 Conservator
•$25,000 Defender

HOW TO BECOME A MEMBER 
OR MAKE A DONATION:

nantucketconservation.org

508-228-2884

using the attached envelope
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Northern Long-Eared Bat Research

The Science and Stewardship Department continues to work 
to understand how Northern long-eared bats use habitat on the 
island in both the summer and winter. Because this species is at 
high risk of extinction, it is critically important to understand 
their ecology on Nantucket and to protect their habitat wherever 
possible.

Northern long-eared bats 
have been decimated by a 
disease called White-nose 
Syndrome (WNS) that is 
caused by an introduced 
fungus, Psuedogymnoascus 
destructans, or Pd. The fungus 
is spread from bat to bat 
while they are hibernating in 
the winter and grows on the 
skin of the face and wings, 
giving the bat the appearance 
of having a white nose. This 
fungal growth irritates the 
bats, raises their metabolic 
rate and causes them to 

awaken and fly in during the winter when they should be deep 
in hibernation. Bats with WNS quickly burn through their fat 
reserves and essentially starve to death by the spring. Whereas 
Northern long-eared bats used to be one of the most common 
bat species in the northeast, now bat biologists report population 
declines between 90-99% due almost entirely to the impact of 
WNS.

Despite the bleak outlook for the species in general, the 
population of Northern long-eared bats on Nantucket appears to 
be remaining relatively healthy and stable. So far, the incidence of 
WNS on Nantucket is low, with only a few bats testing positive 

for the disease. We have been working with researchers from 
SUNY Albany to understand why these coastal areas maintain 
persisting populations of Northerns. 

Northern long-eared bats on Nantucket are found in a variety 
of habitats but they seem to prefer dense pitch pine forests and 
red maple swamps. We have found several maternity colonies 
in both live and dead pitch pine snags, as well as under the rake 
boards of houses. Additionally, they are remaining on island in 
the winter and hibernating in very small groups in cinderblock 
crawlspaces and basements. These structures provide a relatively 
stable, cold, protected space to hibernate throughout the winter. 
Nearby acoustic detectors indicate that occasionally bats will 
emerge from hibernation on warmer winter evenings to hunt for 
winter moths and rehydrate at nearby water sources.

Most recently, local boy scout Gabe Zinser partnered with 
NCF on his service project to earn the rank of Eagle Scout. 
Gabe had read about our work with Northerns and wanted to do 
something that would help save the bats. For his project, Gabe 
decided to build “Rocket Roosts” that provide summertime 
roosting locations for maternity colonies where mother bats can 
safely raise their pups. He chose a design that mimics their natural 
habitat – namely under the peeling bark of pitch pine trees or in 
a crack or knot of hardwoods like red maples or sassafras. Gabe 
constructed and installed five beautiful 
rocket roosts that can now be found 
across the island, including at Squam 
Farm, Masquetuck Reservation, Ram 
Pasture, the NCF office on Cliff Rd, and 
at Camp Richards Boy Scout Camp. 
We are thrilled with the work that Gabe 
did for us and hope to collaborate with 
future boy scouts looking to complete 
their Eagle Scout service projects. 

We are bringing together our signature Cranberry Festival and the long-running  
Island Fair to present this special 2-day experience for island families and visitors.

The Nantucket Conservation Foundation and the Nantucket Island Fair have 
joined forces to create a new community event – The Nantucket Harvest Fair!

For sponsorship opportunities please email Allison Levy at alevy@nantucketconservation.org  or call 508-228-2884.

Since 1856 Nantucket has hosted 
traditional fairs celebrating the start of 
the fall harvest.  

These two fall fairs are beloved, 
historic events, and we are thrilled to be 
taking them to the next level. 

This year’s combined event will include 
traditional fair activities: Gertrude’s 
Harvest Exhibition, cranberry harvest 
demonstrations, live music, Nanpuppets, 
a NISHA dog show, hayrides, kettle 

toss and so much more – all for island 
families to come and enjoy. 

It’s the community event for every 
member of this diverse island, young  
and old, put on by the community for 
the community.  

The rich agricultural history of both 
events will be brought together at 
the Milestone Cranberry Bogs at 220 
Milestone Road over the weekend of 
October 1-2, 2022.

For detailed information please go to 
nantucketconservation.org and click on 
the Events tab.

Entrance fee will be $25 per car. 
Walk-ins are welcome too! The cost is 
$10 per adult and $5 per child under 
14.

Thousands of island residents are 
expected to attend this amazing event. 
We look forward to celebrating Fall with 
you! 

100% RECYCLED PAPER  | SUMMER 2022 | OPEN SPACES| 11100% RECYCLED PAPER  | SUMMER 2022 | OPEN SPACES| 1110 | OPEN SPACES | SUMMER 2022 | 100% RECYCLED PAPER 



AUGUST

Friday, August 12 & Saturday, August 13, 8:30am -10:30am: 
Norwood Farm (2.2 mi)
In the heart of the old Nantucket Farm Belt, Norwood Farm 
represents some of the most diverse areas including hardwood 
forests, freshwater bogs and kettle hole ponds. These habitats 
support rare species of plants, moths, and birds of prey.

Wednesday, August 17, 9:00am -11:00am:  
Grass Field ID
By special request, a new walk for those interested in discovering 
more about our grasses and their importance in early successional 
plant communities. Accompany Botanist/Ecologist Kelly Omand 
and learn to ID several common grass species from sandplain 
grassland to wetland. A (10x) hand lens or magnifying glass  
is useful if you have one. 

Friday, August 19 & Saturday, August 20, 8:30am -10:30am: 
Masquetuck (1.0 mi)
One of the Foundation’s real gems. Travel through a small, 
fascinating hardwood forest that extends to West Polpis Harbor 
with chances to see herons, egrets, shellfish & other inhabitants 
of this ecologically rich area.

Tuesday, August 23, 8:00am -10:00am:  
Guided Bike Tour (7.5 Miles) 
Join avid cyclist and Land Use Manager Jim Olney to tour 
our popular bike trails in the Middle Moors. Space is limited. 
Please bring a helmet and a mountain bike suitable for 
rougher roads.

Friday, August 26, 8:30am -10:30am:  
Windswept Bog (2.4 mi)
A guided walk around the bogs and forests of Windswept, a 
recently-retired cranberry bog being restored back to a productive 
wetland. Hear about the ecological history in the making for 
this island favorite and the cranberry culture that helped sustain 
Nantucket families after the whaling era.

Tuesday, August 30, 9:00am -11:00am:  
Belle Cruise
See NCF properties from a new perspective! This special launch 
on the Belle is led by our Science and Stewardship staff, each 
of whom lends their expertise to the outings. These tours are a 
fun, informative way to enjoy special parts of Nantucket as we 
show our appreciation to a very important group of people. It’s a 
wonderful opportunity to view our properties at a beautiful time 
of the day.

Wednesday, August 31, 9:00am -11:00am:  
Native Plant Landscaping Tour
Ever wonder how native plant landscaping might work in your 
yard? Diverse plantings of native shrubs, trees, wildflowers, 
and grasses can boost your enjoyment of nature at home, while 
supporting wildlife and connecting conservation lands. NCF 
Botanist/Plant Ecologist Kelly Omand gives a tour of our office 
at 118 Cliff Rd to explore the makeover we gave to our office 
gardens. We removed invasive species and added ornamental 
native foundation plantings along with a biodiversity meadow, 
all sponsored by a generous Nantucket Garden Club grant. We’ll 
observe and discuss the insect life and animals that have benefited 
from this project.

Profiles
Squam Farm & Squam Swamp

Well off the beaten path and holding some of the most 
gorgeous trails on the island, the combined 510 acres of 
Squam Farm and Squam Swamp are a true island treasures. The 
regenerating mixed hardwood forest, filled with sprawling Beech, 
haunting Tupelos, and resilient Red Maples, was recognized by 
the Old Growth Forest Network as the best regenerating patch 
of forest in Nantucket County. The clay-lined vernal pools and 
forested wetlands of this part of the island hold diverse species 
and shelter Squam Brook, one of the only flowing sources of fresh 
water on the island. This small stream was very important for the 
community of Wunnasquam, a stable settlement of Wampanoag 
that lived in this part of the island for thousands of years. They 
harvested shellfish in the harbor and fished for cod off the East 
side of the island.

Species Profile

The American Oystercatcher (Haematopus palliastus) is 
one of the most iconic species on island. These long-lived 
shorebirds thrive in the abundant salt marshes and protected 
sandy coastlines around Nantucket, Tuckernuck, and Muskeget. 

The Coskata-Coatue Wildlife Refuge hosts one of the largest 
concentrations of breeding American Oystercatchers in 
Massachusetts, due in large part to NCF’s continued protection, 
monitoring, and banding program. In partnership with the 
American Oystercatcher Working Group, we have banded dozens 
of chicks over the years, affixing each one with a field readable 
band with a unique Alpha-Numeric code. Birders and researchers 
along their migratory path have spotted and reported Nantucket-
raised Oystercatchers during the fall, winter and early spring in 
many locations along the east coast of the Unites States and as far 
south as Ecuador and Honduras! 

Staff Profile
Karen Beattie is the longest-

serving staff member on the 
NCF team and has recently 
become Vice President of 
Science and Stewardship. She 
is an experienced ecologist and 
land steward and has created the 
foremost science department 
on the island. She has led this 
team and guided their diversity 
of disciplines and expertise 
for 30 years, putting NCF in 
the spotlight regionally and 

distributing our research nationwide.

Trustee Profile
Kate Miller has served as a 

passionate advocate and driven 
supporter of NCF’s Science and 
Outreach programs for over 
25 years. She has dedicated her 
time to weekly Mornings for 
Members walks and Science 
Excursions, representing our 
Trustees and engaging our 
membership. Having led so 
many walks with Allen Reinhard 
and Neil Foley over the years has 
given her a wealth of knowledge 
and made her a true asset to 
these educational programs. 

Photo by Neil Foley.

Photo by Vern Laux.

Excursions Science Excursions

Mornings for Members Wellness Series

Belle Cruises
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Properties Stewardship

If you see something unusual or illegal happening on one of our properties,  
please email nlarrabee@nantucketconservation.org or give our office a call at 508-228-2884.

As the Foundation welcomes more people to our properties, 
the work of our  Land Management team has become 
increasingly important.

Our staff works on a year-round basis to maintain open trails 
and navigable roads in order to keep the Foundation’s properties 
both safe and enjoyable, as well as provide critical support for our 
ranger program.

Proper stewardship of over 9,000 acres of land includes installing 
and maintaining fences, signs, gates and parking areas, as well as 

diligently patrolling our properties for misuse and areas in need of 
attention.

The Land Management team also tends to all of the Foundation’s 
buildings, vehicles, and mowing equipment, and their impressive 
skills allow us to do almost all of this work in-house.

They also support our science department’s efforts in numerous 
ways, including implementing property management plans, cutting 
firebreaks, installing fencing to protect nesting shorebirds, and 
undertaking invasive species management projects.

SEPTEMBER

Friday, September 2, 8:30am -10:30am:  
Ram Pasture (2.3 mi)
Explore the southernmost end of the popular Sanford Farm. This 
area is home to some of the island’s rarest plants and animals. 
Excellent views of open grasslands, the Head of the Plains, and 
the Atlantic Ocean.

Tuesday September 6, 8:00am -10:00am:  
Mountain Bike Ride
An adventurous mountain bike ride for the more experienced 
cyclists looking for a high-intensity route led by avid cyclist and 
Land Use Manager, Jim Olney. Space is limited. Please bring your 
own mountain bike suitable for rougher trails.
  
Wednesday, September 7, 9:00am -11:00am:  
Ferns and Fern Allies
Learn about the roles of ferns & club mosses in our natural systems 
with botanist/ecologist Kelly Omand. Common & uncommon 
species are easily accessible via trails around Windswept Bog, ranging 
from wetlands to forest & from sun to shade. We’ll explore how they 
live and learn some key characteristics.

Friday, September 9 & Saturday, September 10, 8:30am -10:30am: 
Climate Change Awareness Walk (1.0 mi)
During Climate Change Awareness Month, join Dr. Jen Karberg and 
Neil Foley on a walk to explore how sea level rise & climate change 
is impacting natural areas on our island. Using the salt marshes, 
wetlands, barrier beaches & uplands at the UMASS Field Station, 
they will guide you through the current stressors of climate & the 
benefits these natural areas provide to buffer Nantucket from sea 
level rise. 

Wednesday, September 14, 9:00am -11:00am:  
Salt Marsh Exploration
Step into the salt marsh with Dr Jen Karberg and learn about our 

research projects at Medouie Creek Wetland Complex. Come 
learn about a restored salt marsh, salt marsh dieback, and peek 
at our newly installed oyster reef. This involves a few short walks 
out to the marsh and along the harbor shoreline. Feet will get 
wet and possibly muddy. We’ll be standing for periods on slightly 
uneven ground. Water, sun, and bug protection recommended. 
Space is limited.

Friday, September 16, 8:30am -10:30am:  
Head of the Plains (2.3 mi)
Head of the Plains represents the largest, contiguous acreage of 
rare sandplain grassland habitat on our properties. Learn about 
the numerous rare plant and animal species found here and our 
restoration research and management using disk harrowing and 
native seed addition.

Tuesday, September 20, 8:00am -10:00am:  
Guided Bike Tour (7.5 miles)
Join avid cyclist and Land Use Manager Jim Olney to tour our 
popular bike trails in the Middle Moors. Space is limited. Please 
bring a helmet and a mountain bike suitable for rougher roads.

Friday, September 23, 8:30am -10:30am:  
Squam Farm (1.6 mi)
Explore the retired pastures, forested paths, & hidden wetlands 
of this spectacular property. Located off Quidnet Rd, this former 
farmland was used for a 10-year study of the ecological effects of 
sheep grazing on the island’s landscape. See how rare plant species 
re-established in this secluded spot. 

Friday, September 30, 8:30am -10:30am:  
Milestone Cranberry Bog at Harvest (2.0 mi)
Once the world’s largest cranberry bogs, Milestone remains the 
island’s oldest working farm. Tour the area just before dry harvest 
begins and learn the intricacies of cranberry growing. A great 
walk for anyone interested in cranberries or seeing the moors in 
early autumn foliage.
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OPEN SPACES
Nantucket Conservation Foundation
PO Box 13, Nantucket, MA 02554

www.nantucketconservation.org

Give someone the gift that will last forever -the gift of open space.

Thank you for your support!

Do you know someone who cares for Nantucket as much as you do? A gift membership to the Foundation is a great way to celebrate  
your common commitment to preserve open spaces and natural habitats for rare and endangered species on the island.  

Each membership comes with a subscription to the Foundation’s newsletter and publications, property map,
membership decal, and invitations to the Mornings for Members and Science outing walks during the year.  

To gift a membership, scan the flowcode below or visit our website at
www.nantucketconservation.org/support


