2020

SCIENCE EXCURSIONS

As a special benefit to our membership, we are offering unique outings with our science staff. Registration is open for Colleague level
members only through June 1st. Beginning June 2nd, walk registration will open to the general membership. To reserve your space,
please call (508) 228-2884 or visit our website at www.nantucketconservation.org after June 1st to register.

Shorebird Walk
with Libby Buck

Love birds? This walk is for you! Led by the Foundation’s Ecological
Stewardship & Research Technician, Libby Buck, you will be guided
around one of NCF’s birding hotspots, Eel Point. *Note – this walk will
go through soft sand throughout the tour and can be strenuous at times.
Please bring sunscreen, water, binoculars, and walking shoes that
could get wet. Space is limited.

June 15th 9am – 11am / August 24th 9am – 11am

Tracking Turtles
with Danielle O’Dell

Where do spotted turtles live and how do we study their habitat and
behavior? Spend a morning at Windswept with Danielle learning about
the turtles that live in the old cranberry bogs and how we study them.
You will learn how we capture and handle turtles and how to use radio
telemetry equipment to track their movements throughout their habitat.
We will also learn about the Windswept restoration project and how turtle
habitat will be created through restoration. Space is limited.

June 18th 9am – 11am

Salt Marsh
Restoration and
Coastal Resilience
with Jen Karberg

Windswept Bog
Restoration
with Karen Beattie

Wildflower Walk
with Kelly Omand

Join Dr. Jen Karberg at our large salt marsh restoration project at Medouie
Creek in Polpis Harbor. Come walk through the marsh and learn about
the restoration construction and how we’ve seen the plants, water, and even
wildlife change over the last decade. See our work to make this coastline
more resilient. We will be tramping through the salt marsh so rubber boots
or swampers are necessary. Bug spray will be provided. Space is limited.

July 23rd 9am – 11am

The Foundation is planning a watershed-level wetland restoration project
at Windswept Bog following the recent decision to retire cranberry
farming at this site. Join Karen Beattie, our Science and Stewardship
Director, to learn about this process and how the project is unfolding as
we work with our partners to determine next steps for this important
conservation area. Space is limited.

August 13th 9am

Join Kelly Omand for a walk through NCF’s Madequecham Valley
property, exploring from dune to coastal shrubland. Enjoy late summer
wildflowers and learn about the methods we use to manage invasive plants
and promote early successional grasslands and heathlands. Space is limited.

September 1st 9am-11am

OUR SCIENTISTS
Libby Buck grew up in the small town of Chatham, on Cape Cod and went on to college
at Massachusetts Maritime Academy, where she received her Bachelors of Science degree in

Environmental Protection. In 2014, Libby accepted the shorebird monitor field assistant with
the Nantucket Conservation Foundation and is currently Ecological Stewardship Research

Technician. Libby has been included in countless NCF research projects and has become the lead
for shorebird management. Libby is very happy to be a part of the Nantucket science community,
and frequently volunteers her free time to protect the island for future generations to enjoy.

Danielle O’Dell is an Ecologist for the Nantucket Conservation Foundation. She began
working for NCF in 2008 after completing her Master’s Degree in Wildlife Ecology at the

University of Arizona in Tucson. Danielle’s recent research focuses on Northern long-eared bat
habitat use, spotted turtle, small mammal and insect populations, and habitat restoration.

Dr. Jen Karberg is the Research Program Supervisor for the Nantucket Conservation

Foundation and oversees the multi-faceted research program of the Foundation. Initially from
the mid-west, Jen studied first plant ecology at the University of Michigan for undergrad and

then obtained advanced degrees from Michigan Technological University in wetland ecology and
rare species conservation genetics. Jen is currently representing NCF on the Nantucket Coastal

Resilience Advisory Committee and is Chair of the Women in Wetland’s section of the Society of
Wetland Scientists.

Karen Beattie is the Director of Science and Stewardship for the Nantucket Conservation

Foundation. She holds a B.S. degree in Biological Sciences from the State University of New York

at Stony Brook and an M.S. degree in Wildlife Management from the University of Massachusetts
at Amherst. Her research and management work currently focuses on restoration and maintenance
of early successional habitats, fire ecology and wildland fire management planning, property

conservation management planning, nesting shorebird management and protection and rare
species ecology.

Kelly Omand received her B.S. in Environmental Science from the University of New

Hampshire, and an M.S. in Environmental Studies (Conservation Biology focus) from Antioch

University in Keene, New Hampshire. Kelly began working for the NCF Science and Stewardship
Department in January of 2008 as an Ecologist/Field Supervisor, serving as a project leader for a

variety of botany and ecology research studies. She co-chairs the Nantucket Invasive Plant Species
Committee, a subcommittee of the Nantucket Biodiversity Initiative, working to coordinate

management efforts of the island’s conservation groups and to educate the public on invasive
species and the importance of using native plants to maintain biodiversity.

