
 
 

 

 

Self-guided Nantucket Conservation Foundation 

Property Exploration for Families 
 

Welcome! This self-guided property exploration will introduce you to some of the Nantucket 
Conservation Foundation’s conservation lands, teach you a few unique things about each site and 
provide you and your family with a chance to explore Nantucket together as we go through these 

challenging times. Getting outside and enjoying Nantucket’s natural world is a great way to do 
something enjoyable while practicing safe social distancing! 

We have put together interpretive information about 10 of the Foundation’s most popular properties, 
which is included below in this guide (see map at the end for their locations). To get started- follow the 
directions below to the parking area for each of these properties and use the information in this guide to 

look for and explore some of the unique features of each site.  

 

Have fun and stay healthy, Nantucket!!!! 

 

Please check yourself, your children and pets for ticks after visiting any of these properties.  



 

Squam Farm 
 

Directions: From the Milestone Road Rotary, 
follow Milestone Road for approximately ¼ 
mile and turn left onto Polpis Road. Follow 
Polpis Road for approximately 5 miles and turn 
left onto Quidnet Road. Follow Quidnet Road 
approximately 100 yards and turn left onto 
Squidnet Road (corner marked by a painted 
rock). Follow Squidnet Road approximately ½ 
mile to the fenced parking area on the 
right. Look for the trail into the property by 
the informational kiosk at the property 
entrance gate where the trail starts.  

 

Squam Farm, together with Squam Swamp to the north, includes 504 acres of protected rolling hills, 
forests, swamps, and open fields. Hidden in Squam’s hollows are gnarly old oak trees that are up to a 
hundred years old. In vernal pools shaded by red maples, fairy shrimp and other tiny critters that 
provide food for small frogs called “spring peepers.” On calm nights in the early spring, birds called 
woodcocks come out for impressive mating flights in the fields, with a loud “Peent!” or “Bzeet!” sound.  

 

Here are some things to look for while at Squam Farm! 

 

 

Vernal Pools: Vernal pools are shallow ponds 
that fill up in the fall or winter and stay full of 
water through the spring, then dry up in the 
summer. Red maples are a common tree that 

grows beside vernal pools. Frogs, salamanders, 
and spotted turtles all use vernal pools here at 
Squam Farm. Can you think of reasons why? 
and soft mats of Sphagnum moss around these 

pools are where 4-toed salamanders make 
their nests. Most of these creatures are still 

tucked away for the winter, but they will be 
coming out soon! 

 



 

  

Mockernut Hickory Trees: Mockernut hickory trees can be 
found in areas of Squam Farm where the soil is dry. This 
species is relatively rare on Nantucket and seems to be 

limited to the northeastern corner of the island. What kind 
of animals do you think eat mockernuts? Can you find any 

nut shells on the ground under the trees? Mockernut hickory 
wood is very strong. Where it is harvested commercially, it is 
used to make ladders and long-lasting handles for things like 

garden tools and axes. 

  

 

Former Pastures: The Nantucket Conservation Foundation 
used sheep grazing at Squam Farm between 2005 – 2015 to 
prevent shrubs from taking over some of the open fields on 

the property. These areas are now maintained by annual 
mowing in the winter, when turtles, snakes and other 

wildlife are hibernating and will not be disturbed. Mowed 
meadows on the property currently support an abundance 
of grasses and perennial wildflowers interspersed with low 
shrubs and vines. If annual mowing were to cease in these 
areas, they would grow back into shrub thickets and then, 

over time, a hardwood forest would develop. 

Check off as many things as you can find at Squam Farm: 

___  Grape vines hanging on other plants 

___  Vernal pools and wetlands where spring peepers and spotted turtles may live 

___  Soft green moss on the ground 

___  A large rock to sit on 

___ A chickadee 

___ A stream running under the trail 

___  Hickory nuts on the ground 

___  An open field where sheep used to graze  

___  Puddles in the trail 

  



 

The Serengeti 

 

Directions: From the Milestone Road 
Rotary, follow Milestone Road for 5 
miles to the Serengeti overlook parking 
area at mile marker #5. The entrance to 
the parking area is a left turn about 2/10 
mile past the Tom Nevers Road 
intersection on the right. The parking 
area is surrounded by a split rail fence 
and the trail begins at the entrance 
kiosk.  

 

 

 

Named ‘Nantucket’s Serengeti’ due to its undeniable visual similarity to the plains of eastern Africa, this 
area is the southern portion of the Nantucket Conservation Foundation’s largest property, the Middle 
Moors. The unique landscape of the Serengeti is shaped by ongoing management aimed at restoring the 
sandplain grassland and heathland habitats. Historic photos of this site show large expanses of open 
grasslands created by sheep grazing during the 1700s and 1800s. Now that sheep no longer graze in the 
Middle Moors, brushcutting and mowing are being used to maintain this habitat for rare species and 
prevent tall shrubs and trees from encroaching. 

 

Here are some things to look for while at The Serengeti! 

Scrub Oak: The most common 
shrub growing in the Serengeti 

is scrub oak, a native species 
that has overgrown many areas 

on Nantucket that once 
contained grassland created by 
historic sheep grazing. Because 

there are no longer sheep to 
keep it under control, we now 

brushcut it every 1-3 years. Can 
you imagine how many sheep 
would be needed to graze an 

area this large? 



 

 

Northern Harriers: The Serengeti is home to many other 
wildlife species besides the safari animals that show up 
every spring for Daffodil Weekend! A special rare bird called 
the Northern Harrier uses the Serengeti to hunt for food. 
You may see it soaring over the scrub oak searching for small 
rodents and small birds to eat. The females are brown in 
color while the males are grey. They fly low to the ground 
with their winds held in a v-shaped pattern. Can you see 
one? 

Milestone Cranberry Bog: From many of 
the high points in The Serengeti, you can 
look towards the Sankaty Lighthouse and 
see the Milestone Cranberry Bog. This is 
the oldest and largest continually 
operated farm on the Island. The 
Nantucket Conservation Foundations hosts the annual Cranberry Festival here, an event you don’t 
want to miss! Save the date for Saturday, October 10, 2020! 

Check off as many things as you can find at The Serengeti: 

___  A large rock 

___  Signs that a tractor has been here 

___ A tractor 

___ A large bird 

___ Sticks left on the ground by a mower 

___ Animal tracks along the path 

___ An old bird’s nest  

___ An acorn 

___ A lighthouse  



 

Ram Pasture West Gate 

 

Directions: From the start of the Madaket 
Road in Town, drive approximately 2 miles, 
passing the entrance to Sanford Farm and the 
Eel Point Road intersection to a left hand turn 
onto Barrett Farm Road (next to the Madaket 
bike path water fountain). Follow Barrett Farm 
Road (a dirt road) for approximately 0.9 miles 
to a left turn that leads to the parking area for 
the West Gate of Ram Pasture. Look for the 
beginning of the walking trail at the entrance 
gate south of the parking area.  

 

 

West Gate provides access to the southern portion of the Foundation’s Sanford Farm, Ram Pasture and 
the Woods property. The English settlers purchased this land from the Native Americans in 1664 when 
it was known as “The Long Woods” or “Nanahuma’s Neck,” named for the Native American sachem 
(chief) who lived here. It was set aside as part of Nantucket’s common land and used to pasture sheep 
and cattle, harvest meadow hay, farm and gather firewood. Ram Pasture is so named because the 
island’s sheep farmers kept their rams here during certain times of the year.  

 

Here are some things to look for while at Ram Pasture! 

 

 

Signs of Spring: Look closely at the shrubs in 
this area – do you see any signs of spring? The 
leaves and flowers that will come out in a few 

months are already present on these branches as 
tiny buds. Once it warms up and the days get 

longer, they will swell, burst and grow. Swamp 
azalea is a shrub found here with large, obvious 

buds that are easy to see in winter and early 
spring. See if you can find any nearby, and come 

back for a visit this summer to see what they will 
look like!  



 

Pitch Pines and Bats: The woods here at 
West Gate contain dense pitch pine trees, 

which are a favorite place for Northern long-
eared bats. It was recently discovered that this 

rare species breeds and hibernates on 
Nantucket. The Foundation’s science 
department is doing research to better 
understand their habitat preferences.  

 

You may see a bat detector on one of the trees during 
your visit. This is used for scientific research to record 
the calls of northern long-eared bats when they are out 

hunting for insects. 

 

 

Sandplain Grasslands and Heathlands: 
Nantucket’s long history of sheep grazing 

created the unique vegetation communities 
that can be seen on this property. The constant 
grazing pressure from sheep removed trees and 
tall shrubs, allowing grasses, wildflowers and 
low shrubs to thrive once farming ceased. This 

area of the island now supports some of the 
best examples of sandplain grassland and 

heathland habitats on Nantucket, which are 
recognized by scientists as a globally rare 

habitat type.  

Check off as many things as you can find in Ram Pasture: 

___  A log lying on the ground 

___ A tree with dark, flakey bark 

___ A hole in a pine tree that might be a bat’s home 

___ A large, open grassy area  

___ A twig with buds on it 

___ Something used for scientific research 



 

Head of the Plains  

 

Directions: From the start of the Madaket Road in Town, 
drive approximately 2 miles, passing the entrance to Sanford 
Farm and the Eel Point Road intersection to a left hand turn 
onto Barrett Farm Road (next to the Madaket bike path 
water fountain). Follow Barrett Farm Road (a dirt road) 
which becomes Clark Cove Road, passing the left hand turn 
for Ram Pasture (described above). Look for the fork in the 
road, about 1.3 miles from the intersection with Madaket 
Road. Take the right fork, heading toward the beach and 
park in one of the designated parking areas.  

 

 

 

Head of the Plains, along with Ram Pasture just to the east, is an area of the island that is home to rare 
sandplain grasslands and heathlands-- very important habitat for many endangered plants, birds, and 
insects.  

 

Here are some things to look for while at Head of the Plains! 

 

Clark’s Cove: The eastern edge of Head of the 
Plains is bordered by Clark’s Cove, otherwise 

known as West Hummock Pond. The southern 
edge of this pond borders the Atlantic Ocean, 

which periodically washes into the pond 
during severe storms. Once connected to the 

main portion of Hummock Pond (further east 
near Cisco), coastal erosion and shoreline 

retreat filled in the former connection between 
these two bodies of water, creating two 

distinct ponds that are now separated by Ram 
Pasture.  

  



 

Signs of Habitat Management: The 
Nantucket Conservation Foundation uses 

equipment like tractors and disc harrows (a 
type of plough) to help keep our sandplain 
grasslands and heathlands from becoming 
overgrown with tall dense shrubs. Many 
species of plants and animals prefer open 

grassy habitats that need to be maintained 
by brush cutting or disturbing the soil. Can 
you see areas that were recently managed by 

brush cutting? What do you think these 
areas will look like in the spring and 
summer when the plants grow back? 

 

 

Signs of Scientific Research: Head of the Plains is used 
extensively by the Nantucket Conservation Foundation’s 
science staff to conduct a wide variety of research projects 
on the rare habitats and species found on the property. Look 
around to see if you can find any flagging tape and surveyors 
flags- these are used to mark the locations of study plots, 
certain species of plants or places where animals are 
surveyed. Please leave them in place and don’t remove them- 
they are here for a reason! 

 

Check off as many things as you can find at Head of the Plains: 

___ Swans or ducks swimming in the pond 

___ Gulls flocking on the pond shore 

___ Mowed areas where we are managing sandplain grasslands and heathlands 

___ Osprey nesting poles across the pond where ospreys (fish eating birds) nest 

___ Rose hips (red fruit on thorny bushes) 

___ Mermaid’s purses on the beach 

___ Large clam shells on the beach 

___ Driftwood on the beach 

___ A bird of prey flying overhead 



 

Squam Swamp 

 

Directions: From the Milestone Road 
Rotary, follow Milestone Road for 
approximately ¼ mile and turn left onto 
Polpis Road. Follow Polpis Road for 
approximately 4¾ miles and turn left 
onto Wauwinet Road. Follow 
Wauwinet Road approximately 1 ½ 
miles to a small parking lot on the right 
side of the road marked by our 
cranberry-colored post (just past the 
Pocomo Road intersection on the left). 
The parking lot is surrounded by a split 
rail fence. Look for the red kiosk at the 
property entrance gate – this is where 

the interpretive trail starts.  

The 1.75-mile round trip walking trail is well marked and has numbered posts keyed to the interpretive 
map and property brochure. Along the southern portion of the trail, there is an access path that leads to 
the Foundation’s adjoining Squam Farm property. Squam Swamp is one of the Foundation’s most 
popular trails. Winding through the shrub swamps, hardwood forests, and vernal pools of this beautiful 
and secluded place gives you the impression that you are not on Nantucket. Together, Squam Swamp 
and the adjacent Squam Farm include 504 acres of protected land. The trails here can sometimes be a 
bit muddy, so rubber boots or other waterproof footwear are a good idea when visiting this 
property. 

Here are some things to look for while at Squam Swamp! 

 

 

Vernal Pools: These shallow ponds that fill up 
in the fall or winter and stay full of water 

through the spring, then dry up during summer. 
Frogs, salamanders, and turtles all use vernal 
pools to hibernate during the winter and to 

breed in during the spring. The soft Sphagnum 
mosses and trees that grow in and around these 
pools also provide shelter for these vulnerable 

creatures. 



 

Tree Cankers: The knobby cankers on these trees are caused 
by a Neonectria fungus. Despite some trees having dozens of 
cankers, they are still surviving. Some people say they see 
things in the cankers. Can you spot any cankers that look 

like faces? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Old Man’s Beard: The fluffy green thing growing on many 
of the tree branches at Squam Swamp isn’t actually a plant 

at all, it’s called a lichen! Lichens grow on rocks, the ground, 
and the bark of trees, using them as a place to hold onto. 

Trees and other plants have roots that help to anchor them 
in place and collect water from the ground, but lichens don’t 

have roots and only grow on the outer surface, collecting 
water from mist and fog. How much lichen do you see? 

 

Check off as many things as you can find at Squam Swamp: 

___ Animal tracks in the mud 

___  An acorn from an oak tree  

___  Soft green moss on the ground 

___  A tree that still has its leaves on it 

___  Large, wavy trees with bumps (cankers)  

___ A stream running under a boardwalk 

___  A hollow stump on the ground 

___        A tree that has tipped over in the wind 



 

Masquetuck Reservation 
 
Directions: From the Milestone Road Rotary, 
follow Milestone Road for approximately ¼ 
mile and turn left onto Polpis Road. Follow 
Polpis Road for approximately 3¼ miles and 
turn left onto Quaise Pastures Road (look for 
an open wooden entrance gate). Follow Quaise 
Pastures Road for approximately ½ mile to the 
cul-de-sac at the end of the road. Park next to 
the split rail fence that marks the property 
boundary and look for the entrance gate. A 
series of short walking trails start from here – 
start at the entrance gate.  
 
 
 

The Masquetuck Reservation (named after the Native American word for the Quaise region of 
Nantucket) is a 14-acre parcel of conservation property that contains a number of diverse habitats, or 
groupings of plants and animals, that you will be able to explore during your visit, including grassland, 
shrubland, hardwood forest and saltmarsh. The trails here can sometimes be a bit muddy, so rubber 
boots or other waterproof footwear are a good idea when visiting this property. 
 
 

Here are some things to look for while at Masquetuck! 

 
Oak Trees: A lot of the forest at 

Masquetuck is made up of large oak trees 
that are predominantly one of two 

species: white oak or black oak. Even in 
winter you can tell these types of oak 

trees apart by finding their leaves on the 
ground and looking at the tip of each 

lobe. The leaves of black oak trees (left 
photo) have little points with a tiny hair 
coming off each tip, while those of white 

oak trees (right photo) have rounded 
ends on their lobes. Can you find any oak 
leaves on the ground? What type of oak 

tree are they from? 
 
 
 



 

Sphagnum Moss and Peat: The green moss 
growing in these wet spots is known as Sphagnum 
and it is a major component of bogs, swamps, and 
marshes around the world. Sphagnum can act just 

like a sponge by holding 20 times its own weight in 
water, helping to create and stabilize wetlands. 

By changing the chemical balance of the wetland, 
Sphagnum mosses slow the decay of plants, creating 
layers of peat at the rate of 1 cm every 10 years. Peat 

was once a very important fuel source for people 
before we heated our homes with oil. 

 

 
Polpis Harbor: From one of the trails here at 

Masquetuck you can look out onto Polpis Harbor, 
a smaller section of the larger Nantucket Harbor. 

The areas around Polpis Harbor support an 
important mix of saltmarshes, woody swamps, 
and streams fed by fresh water springs. Lots of 

birds, fish, crabs, clams, and wetland plants live in 
Polpis Harbor. Can you see any animals out today? 
Are there ducks diving in the water? Can you see 

any shells from the clams and oysters that live 
underwater? 

 
Check off as many things as you can find at Masquetuck: 

___  A hole in a tree that an animal might live in 

___ Something with a hole in it 

___ Leaves with different shapes  

___ A tree with a straight trunk 

___ Ducks in Polpis harbor 

___ A shell 

___ Moss growing on the side of a tree 

___ A plant with thorns on it 

___ A tree with light colored bark 



 

Leedsmoor 
 

Directions: From the Milestone Road Rotary, 
follow Milestone Road for approximately ¼ 
mile and turn left onto Polpis Road. and follow 
it for 4 miles (1 mile past Altar Rock Road on 
the right and 7/10 of a mile past Quaise Pasture 
Road on the left). There is a split rail fence on 
the right side of the road enclosing a small 
parking lot and a gate opposite the house with 
the white boat displayed in the front yard. 
Park here and look for the trail heading south.  

 

 

Leedsmoor is one of our newest access points to the vast trail system of the Middle Moors. This trail 
links to existing paths on Nantucket Conservation Foundation’s Norwood Farm property and the Land 
Bank’s Beechwood Farm. From there, you can enter the largest contiguous swath of conservation land 
on the island, Nantucket’s Middle Moors.  

 

Here are some things to look for while at Leedsmoor! 

 

Red Cedar Trees: Look around the field near 
the entrance gate at the red cedar trees shaped 

like lollipops. These trees look that way 
because deer have eaten, or browsed, all the 

twigs and needles within reach. Red cedars are 
evergreens, meaning that they keep their 

foliage year-round, so they can be an important 
source of food for deer in the winter when 
there is little else to eat. Deer can stand on 

their hind legs to eat higher branches, but the 
tops of the trees are too tall for them to get to. 
What are some ways humans reach things up 

high? 

 

 

 



 

 
Osprey Pole: The nesting pole in the field near the entrance 
gate is for an Osprey, a large fish-eating bird. Ospreys like to 
build their nest out of sticks and keep it up high to protect 

their eggs and chicks. While there hasn’t been a nest on this 
pole in a long time, Nantucket has a lot of Osprey nests on 
poles like this all around the island! Have you ever seen an 

Osprey nesting on a pole anywhere else? Where? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Black Oak Trees: There are many large, old black oak trees 
in the woods at Leedsmoor. Oaks make acorns, which are an 
important source of food for deer, squirrels, and other forest 
animals. Native Americans also ground up acorns to make flour. Their name for oak trees was Nootimus 
or “Tree with Leaves That Look Like Hands.” Can you find an oak leaf on the ground and put it up 
against your hand? 

 

Check off as many things as you can find at Leedsmoor: 

___  A vine with berries on it 

___  A vine with thorns on it 

___ A feather 

___ A leaf from an oak tree 

___ Animal tracks along the path  

___ An animal of any kind 

___ A bird that is singing 



 

Windswept Bog 
 

Directions: From the Milestone Road Rotary, 
follow Milestone Road for approximately ¼ 
mile and turn left onto Polpis Road. Follow 
Polpis Road for approximately 4¾ miles and 
turn right into the parking lot at Windswept 
Bog, just past the intersection with Wauwinet 
Road on the left. Follow the walking trail to 
the right of the red kiosk.  

 

Windswept Bog and the surrounding area are 
experiencing a change in activity and use. In 
the early 1900’s, the roads and flumes of 
Windswept were built in order to move water 

and grow cranberries in cultivated bogs. In 2018, the decision was made to retire cranberry production 
due to economic considerations and concerns about Polpis Harbor water quality. The Foundation is 
now planning for a wetland restoration project for this bog in collaboration with the Massachusetts 
Division of Ecological Restoration. This project will bring back a more diverse and functional wetland 
system while maintaining public access to Stump Pond and the expansive trail system of the Moors.  

 
Here are some things to look for while at Windswept Bog! 

    

 

Beech Trees: The woods at Windswept have a number of 
sprawling American beech trees, which have smooth gray 
bark and elliptical-shaped leaves. Beeches provide lots of 
nuts for squirrels, deer, and rodents on Nantucket. They 

send out chemicals in the soil to prevent other plants from 
growing underneath them. This plant “chemical warfare” is 

called Allelopathy (pronounced Ah-lee-low-path-ee). 
Beeches are also great at providing shady spots for people. 

Unfortunately, some choose to damage these trees by 
carving their name into the bark. It’s like giving someone a 

nasty tattoo without asking them first! Please be kind to our 
trees and don’t carve your name into them! 

 



 

 

 Former Cranberry Bogs: The bogs at Windswept were constructed 
in the early 1900s, certified organic in 2004 and retired (taken out of 

production) in 2018. If you look closely, you can still find some 
cranberries growing on these bogs, but many other species of other 

wetland plants have taken over these areas. Although cranberries are 
no longer harvested commercially at Windswept, the Nantucket 

Conservation Foundation does still harvest berries at the Milestone 
Cranberry Bogs. We hope that you can join us for our annual 

Cranberry Harvest Festival in early October!! 

 

 

 

 

Roots: Windswept Bog lives up to its name! In several 
places on the property, you can find Red Maple trees have 
blown down in high winds, allowing us to look closely at 

their roots and how they anchor themselves. Plants absorb 
water and nutrients through their roots and also use them to 
remain stable. Red Maples have very shallow root systems, 
but the trees can still survive even when they tip over like 
this. If you return here once it warms up, these tipped over 

trees should have leaves on them and may be able to set 
down new roots. 

 

Check off as many things as you can find at Windswept 
Bog: 

___  A water control structure 

___ A smooth rock 

___ A cranberry vine growing in the bog 

___ A cone from a pine or spruce tree 

___ A ditch to bring water to the bogs 

___ A leaf that looks like it was nibbled on  

___ A bush with berries on it 

  



 

Little Neck  
 

Directions: From the start of the 
Madaket Road in Town, drive 
approximately 4 ½ miles and turn right 
onto North Cambridge Street (look for 
the Madaket Marine sign on the right). 
Follow North Cambridge Street for 3/10 
of a mile and take a left on Little Neck 
Way (just past Madaket Marine on the 
left, look for the Staycation Scavenger 
Hunt sign). Follow Little Neck Way for 
2/10 of a mile to the cranberry-colored 
logo post and take a right into the 
parking lot. Look for a short trail that 
leads to the beach and head towards the 

left. Please be aware that high tide may limit your ability to walk on the beach- plan your visit at 
low tide!  

 

Little Neck is a small, but beautiful and ecologically rich property that points south towards the pier at 
Jackson Point and shelters Hither Creek from Madaket Harbor.  

 
Here are some things to look for while at Little Neck! 

 

Tuckernuck Island: If you look out 
across Madaket Harbor, you can see 

Tuckernuck Island. Formed by the same 
glacier that made Nantucket, Tuckernuck 

is a lot smaller and less developed. 
Although the Native Americans named it 
their word for a loaf of bread (due to its 
shape), Tuckernuck has no stores, gas 

stations or electricity. Most of the houses 
have no heat and are not warm enough to 

stay in through the winter. The people 
that stay on Tuckernuck during the 

summer take a boat or a small plane to get 
there! 

 



 

Eel Grass: The squishy mats of dead brown vegetation found 
on the beach here are eel grass. It is a plant that grows below 

the surface of the water in harbors and bays. Eelgrass 
meadows provide food and habitat for scallops, crabs, and 

fish and also protect the shorelines by slowing down waves 
before they hit the beach. When eel grass washes up on the 
beach like this, it is called a wrack line. Wrack lines are also 

important places for insects and birds to find food. 

Brant: A winter and early spring resident of Madaket 
Harbor is the Atlantic Brant, a small dark goose that eats 
plants growing under the water. Brant, and lots of other 

ducks, stick their heads and necks under the water to eat 
while they float with their tails in the air. This way of 

feeding is called dabbling, or “tipping up.” 

 

 

 

Check off as many things as 
you can find at Little Neck: 

___ Thorny rose bushes 

___ A swimming sea duck 

___ Mermaid’s purses and clam shells on the beach 

___ Driftwood on the beach 

___  Eel grass washed up by the high tide 

___ Gulls flocking on the shore or swimming in the water 



 

Milestone Cranberry Bog 

 

Directions: From the Milestone Road 
Rotary, follow Milestone Road for 4 ½ 
miles to 220 Milestone Road on the left 
side. Once you take that left turn into 
220 Milestone, the entrance to the 
parking area is straight through the red 
gate and 1/10 of a mile ahead and before 
the wire gate. Follow the trail along the 
bog towards the Sankaty Head 
Lighthouse.  

 

The Milestone Cranberry Bog is a large 
part of the agricultural history of 

Nantucket and a reminder of the practices that supported Nantucketers through trying times. The 
original bog to grow cranberries at Milestone was built by hand and horse cart starting in 1857. At 234 
acres, this original bog was once the largest cranberry bog in the world. The bog was divided up and 
took its current shape over 150 years in order to conserve water resources. The Nantucket Conservation 
Foundation purchased the bogs in 1968 and we have been carrying on the cranberry growing tradition 
ever since. We transitioned to growing certified organic cranberries in 2018 and are proud to display the 
hard work of our cranberry growers at our annual Cranberry Festival on the Saturday of Indigenous 
People’s Day weekend in October.  

Here are some things to look for while at the Milestone Cranberry Bog! 

 

  

Merlins: A pair of merlins has been seen regularly 
using stands of pine trees around the bog to perch 
on. Merlins are small, but speedy falcons that can 
fly and turn very quickly in order to catch and eat 

other birds. Can you see or hear any birds that 
may be prey for these agile predators? Are the 

birds out in the open, or can you hear them hiding 
in the trees where it’s safer? 

 

 



 

Cranberry Bogs in Early Spring: In order to protect the 
cranberry vines from harsh wind and low temperatures, our 

bog manager covers them with water. Even when the surface 
of the flooded bogs freeze, the vines below the water are 

alive and insulated. When the spring comes, these bogs are 
drained again so that bees and other pollinating insects can 
visit the flowers that bloom in early summer. Each flower 

that is pollinated will become a cranberry that can be 
harvested in the fall. 

Memorial Bench: Look for a memorial bench 
that was placed on this property to remember 
the legacy of two people who were very 
important to the purchase and operation of 
the Milestone Cranberry Bogs. Roy Larsen 
was a former president and founder of the 
Nantucket Conservation Foundation who purchased and donated the property (along with Walter 
Beinecke Jr. & Arthur Dean). Tom Larrabee Sr. was the cranberry bog manager from 1959-2006; his 
grandson Nick is the bog manager who runs the bog today. Without their efforts, we wouldn’t be able 
to enjoy these beautiful sprawling cranberry bogs today! 

Check off as many things as you can find at Milestone Cranberry Bog: 

___ A water control structure 

___ A memorial bench 

___        A vine with cranberries growing on it 

___ A goose 

___        The Sankaty Head Lighthouse 

___        A tree standing by itself 

___        Equipment used for cranberry farming 

___        A small bird looking for food in the grass 
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